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SOMETHING NEW 


For years Mr. Wells has been re- 
quested by pastors and religious and 
educational leaders to reproduce his 
cartoons in poster size, accompanying 
them with an abbreviated editorial 
message. Such reproductions can 
bring this modern form of Christian 
appeal to the crowded thoroughfares 
of modern life—on church bulletin 
boards, bulletin boards in schools, 
colleges, universities, YMCA’s, busi- 
ness organizations, and in the in- 
numerable other ways such a unique 
presentation can be used. 

Beginning April 1, weekly releases 
of these cartoon posters will be avail- 
able. Size 20x17, cost negligible. 

If you have enjoyed Mr. Wells 
cartoons in Between the Lines or in 
any of the periodicals and newspapers 
where they appear, and if you would 
be interested in this poster service, 

et in touch with us immediately. 
Tsiee and further details will be 
sent you promptly. 











Viewpoints—North and South 


One of the difficulties that besets a Chris- 
tian understanding of the Negro problem in 
America is to be found in the difference 
that exists in the average Negro population 
in northern and southern states. Above the 
Mason-Dixon line, a large proportion of 
Negroes are now high school graduates, 
thousands of them are college and university 
graduates, and they are eager and aggres- 
sive people in contrast to the great bulk of 
colored people of the South. The greater 
number of Negroes there are still sunk 
in the inertia, irresponsibility and dull blind 
hopelessness from which only the more able 
and fortunately endowed can arise. 

Hence the southern or northern Chris- 
tian thinks of the Negro question with an 
entirely different image in mind. The 
northern white citizen looks out upon his 
rather able, efficient colored acquaintances 
and speaks harshly of the poll tax situation 
in the deep South. The southern white 
Christian, looking out on the depressed Ne- 
gro areas that in many states stand in 
shockingly large porportions of population 
to the white community, hurls a somewhat 
frightened bitter retort to the northerner. 
Solving the Problem It is for this reason 
that we believe the only real progress that 
can be made in this difficult situation will 
come through a meeting of minds on the 
part of southern and northern Christian lay- 
men who, through an enlarged comprehen- 
sion of the true nature of the question, can 
come to understand each other’s viewpoint, 
to respect each other’s Christian sincerity 
and to join hearts and hands in prayer and 
effort to solve, through those processes of 
mind and heart, what seems an insolvable 
problem. 
An Example 


An example of this difference 
of viewpoint 


is now much in evidence. 


(Continued on next page) 


NEITHER DIPLOMACY, ECONOMICS, science nor militarism can bring peace. 
Only truth can bring peace. Diplomacy, economics and science have become the serv- 
ants of war, but truth is forever the servant of God. Thus truth, as manifest through 
God’s Son, becomes man’s supreme vision of truth and man’s greatest hope for a just 
and peaceful world. 


Industry and War 


One of the most crucial points to watch in the war is the attitude of United Nations 
leadership toward the great industrial and financial groups which operate behind the 
scenes in Berlin and Tokyo. This is currently about the greatest hush-hush theme in 
Washington and London. No United Nations leader wants light to fall on it and ‘few 
big newspaper or magazine publishers will do much with it because it strikes too near 
the tender spots of wealth and privilege in every capitol city of the world. 

After many years of close association with the Axis military, the great industrialists 

and financiers of Germany and Japan are now trying to set the stage for an “escape 
act” so that, avoiding the fate which will overtake the defeated military and political 
leaders, they may step back in, as soon as the hubbub of surrender is over, to resume 
their profitable control of life and production under a new facade. This should not 
seem astonishing for it is exactly what happened after the last world war. 
World War I Lesson [In World War I a noisy cry was raised against the kaiser and 
his gang, and, as now, much was said about getting rid of the Prussian Junker ruling 
class. But, if you will recall, the kaiser was quietly and expertly slipped off to Holland 
to enjoy a baronial retirement that would arouse the envy of any man. The banking 
and industrial houses of Prussia washed their faces, changed their shirts and never 
missed a dividend. H‘hat is morc, the financial leaders of London and IHi'all Street 
manoeuvered great loans out of American and British governments and investors to 
aid im the rehabilitation of the big German industries. 

This was all accomplished under the centralized industrial system of Germany which 
was so setup that new names or faces could rise to the top while the hands that had 
always held the profitable controls remained securely in place. The complex organiza- 
tions of I. G. Farbinindustrie, Krupp, etc. are still in full swing today. Field Marshal 
Herman Goering is mentioned frequently in connection with these firms and Ameri- 
can industrial circles are fully aware that the great feudal families, which for genera- 
tions have controlled these vast enterprises, are still behind the scenes, protected by in- 
tricate screens of monopolistic organization. 

Revolution or Status Quo Right now we are again hearing demands that the Ger- 
man military caste and the Prussian Junkers must go. But every big name in London 
and Washington knows that, if the great industrial and financial families of Germany 
were deposed, a revolution would break out that would wreck the whole “status quo” of 
Europe. Do you think Churchill and Eden want that? And do you really think Mr. 
Roosevelt wants that? Not only do these men feel that their task is to bring an “order- 
ly world” out of the war, but also all three of these men are descendents and members 
of wealthy aristocratic clans whose fortunes have long been operating within the same 
industrial and financial structures that include the German baronial families. This is 
not said cynically nor in condemnation; it is said in the interest of a clear conception 
of what is taking place and what is to come. We are leaving it to the Christian lay- 
man who receives this report to do his own thinking and to be his own judge. 

In Italy The present situation in Italy substantiates this statement with resounding 
force. As we have frequently reported to you, the stalemate in Italy has been vastly 
augmented by the fact that the United Nations leaders put everything else secondary 
to keeping the pitiful King and the Fascist leader Badoglio in power so the angry, 
freedom-hungry Italian masses would not get out of hand and create precedent for a 
revolt of the masses in occupied countries. As Mr. Churchill has said, “That might 
lead to anything.” The point is, we want the people of the occupied countries to revolt 
against the Nazis, but we want that uprising to be a nicely managed affair that will 
not include too much which could upset the intricate financial and industrial frame- 
work of Europe’s complex life. 

The most prominent Italian scholars in America are making such a charge (Between 
the Lines, December 20, 1943) and the Italian situation promises to be one of the big 
political betrayals of the current scene when history has measured this hour in a cold 
dispassionate light. 

It is indeed quite important for us to realize fully that, if the Prussian and Italian 
aristocracy were really put out of business, some form of socialism would no doubt 
sweep Europe. With Stalin situated in a position of such immense power and prestige 
as he is, it’s not hard to see what the trend might be. Hence, it also is not hard to see 
why a lot of people around London and Washington are right now quietly making plans 
to spread a life net for the Prussian Junkers. Of course there will be great bonfires 
in Berlin, a great purge will be instituted and a lot of men may be hung—and should 
be. But many of them will be straw men and their namesakes will be safely hiding 
in secluded mansions in the pine forests of northern Germany. 

The identical pattern exists in Tokyo. The Mitsuis, the Mitsibushis, and one or 
two other families control about all there is in Japan. British, Dutch and French im- 


(Continued on next page) 
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What Lies Beyond 


The poignant story below, written by Raymond Clapper shortly 
before his death in the South Pacific, has caused a deep stir in the 
so-called hard-boiled newspaper circles of America. City desk men 
who have had no interest or time for spiritual considerations have 
been shaken by this story. As one big editor put it, “Ray Clapper 
made us realize that the biggest story is yet to be written—the story 
of what lies beyond.” To that editor we wrote, “The story has been 
written. Ever read the New Testament?” 

Mr. Clapper’s dispatch, written aboard an aircraft carrier “some- 
where in the Pacific,” said: 

“To the men aboard a warship in a combat zone, religion becomes 
a far more important thing than you might supppose if you judged 
by civilian standards at home. You can get some idea of the reason 
why from the story of a flier who became afraid. I have his name, 
but I shall not use it now. 

“One of the chaplains was telling about it because it was a strange 
and puzzling experience. Chaplains have many unusual experiences 
with the men, because, as this one said, bluejackets are not as ir- 
religious as they seem or want to appear ... They want communion 
service before they go into combat. Before. each action prayers are 
always said over the loud-speaker system. 

“It was on Christmas Eve that the young man who was afraid, a 
radio gunner, came to the Protestant chaplain after communion and 
asked to see him privately. They were going to strike at Kavieng 
on Christmas morning, and this was the communion service the night 
before the dangerous mission. 

“We will just call this young man the unknown flier, for I sup- 
pose he was something like all of these men and like the rest of us. 

. The young airman had been on five attacks during the softening 
up of Tarawa, on two against Naura, and on the first very tough 
blow at Rabaul. So he had been through some of it. 

“On Christmas Eve the chaplain sat down with him. The boy 
said his baby was to be born soon and he was afraid to go up the 
next day. The chaplain asked if he had ever been scared before. 
He said he had, but never like this. 

“*T have been sick to my stomach,’ he said, ‘I am so scared.’ 

“The chaplain said he thought he could get the boy excused from 
the Christmas Day raid. The boy wouldn’t hear of that. 

“‘T am not yellow,’ he said, ‘I have to fly tomorrow. 
I will never fly again. I want you to help me.’ 

“The chaplain was silent for a moment before he went on. 

“IT tried to assure him of the Lord’s care and that He 
watch over him,’ he told me. 

“He said the boy was more afraid of being 
afraid of flying. 

“Early Christmas morning the planes went out. When they came 
back the young airman was dead in the rear cockpit. He was the 
only one hit among those who came back. There were only two 
small machine-gun bullet holes on the underside of the plane. Both 
these bullets hit him. 

“Because this carrier was operating under battle conditions no 
regular services could be held Christmas Day. All hands were at 
battle stations all day. But a few minutes were taken out to hold 
services for burial at sea. 

“Three of us were in the room talking, and it was a long time 
before we looked at each other. 


If I don't 
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““T have heard of such things,’ 
that was my first contact with it. 
which I can find no explanation. 
an explanation.’ ” 

Mr. Clapper continued, “I don’t know exactly why I should feel 
el story of this young man so far down in my throat even now as 

write it.” 

As we said above, Mr. Clapper was killed very soon after this. 


Thought for March 15 


At this particular time of the year, when so many Americans are 
painfully calculating their income taxes, it might be interesting to 
note that, according to the January Survey of the Commerce Depart- 
ment, corporate profits for 1943, after taxes, will amount to some- 
thing like $8,200,000,000. This figure represents an increase in pro- 
fits of a billion dollars over the 1942 take. 

As long as the tax laws for the big money makers permit the 
—, of such vast sums, war and profits will continue to go hand 
in hand. 


said the chaplain at last. But 
It is one of those mysteries for 
I don’t suppose anyone has found 


Peace Terms for Japan 


A warning that a peace with Japan made in a vengeful spirit 
would not be either just or durable and that the agreements made 
between British, Chinese and American leaders at Cairo were “ex- 
tremely disappointing” in the possibilities they held out for a genuine 
and lasting peace was voiced by Dr. Kenneth Scott Latourette, noted 
historian and member of the Committee of Direction of the Federal 
Council’s Commission on a Just and Durable Peace. 

Dr. Latourette, analyzing recent diplomatic reports, endorsed the 
preesess return of Manchuria, Formosa and the Pescadores to China, 
ne declared that guaranteeing Korean independence was just and 
wise, and he approved taking from Japan the islands seized in the 
last war and the mandated islands she fortified for waging the present 
war. However, Dr. Latourette pointed out omissions in Allied 
agreements that indicate a possible source of future trouble. 

No indication was given as to the future planned for Hongkong, 
the Japanese-occupied territories in the East Indies and southeast 
Asia, or Japanese-held Pacific islands. “Due to these omissions,” 
stated Dr. Latourette, “the agreements fall far short of stating the 
basic prerequisites for a just and durable peace in the Far Fast. 
Hongkong is as Chinese historically and in population as Formosa 
and Manchuria.” 

Dr. Latourette, who is considered by many as Protestantism’s 
most authoritative voice on foreign missions, also warned against 
depriving the Japanese people of a means of earning their living. 
He said, “The [proposed] disposition of the territory . . . will re- 
quire so drastic an adjustment in the economy of Japan as to threaten 
the livelihood of her people. We believe this attitude violates the 
basic moral principles of a just and durable peace. In failing to take 
cognizance of the economic situation in which Japan will be left by 
this reduction of her empire, the Cairo agreement falls short of the 
position of the Atlantic Charter which assures all states, victors as 
well as vanquished, of access, on equal terms, to the trade and raw 
materials of the world which are needed for their economic pros- 
perity.” 





